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...intensifying advocacy on climate policy in the
North
As churches, church development services and mission

agencies, we consider it most urgent

to engage in advocacy for climate

justice on behalf of developing

countries and the populations

concerned.

The most urgent fields of action are:

- Increasing finance from

industrialized countries to finance

climate protection projects and

adaptation programmes, particularly

for most vulnerable groups

- Guaranteeing just distribution and

participation

- Reducing emissions in industrialized

countries

- Complying with social and ecological

criteria in climate protection

programmes

- Promoting renewable energies and

energy efficiency

- Supporting capacity-building in the

developing countries for climate

protection and renewable energies

We are committed to ensuring that the

members of our partner churches get

the opportunity to present their

perspectives and demands in position

statements to decision-makers in the

government departments of

industrialized countries. As churches

and church development organizations

we particularly support the 1 t CO2

(eq) emission target per person/year

by 2050.
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VI.Climate protection begins with us!

According to a study published in 1996, parishes,

conference facilities, administrations and diaconal

facilities in the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) use

as much energy as the city of Hanover. They emit as much

carbon dioxide as the countries of Sudan and Kenya taken

together. That is 10% of the CO2 emissions of Denmark.

Investments to be written off in the foreseeable future

alone encompass a CO2 saving potential of 37% of total

emissions. In 2007 the energy agency of NRW (North

Rhine Westphalia) estimated the potential for economies

through behaviour change and small-scale investments in

parishes and church facilities in NRW

alone at an annual euro 40 million.

In order to utilize this

potential and to practise

climate protection 400

parishes and church

facilities throughout

Germany have introduced

the Green Cock programme.

The system is based on the

European Union’s eco-audit

regulation EMAS II/DIN ISO 14000. With the help of this

system, parishes and church facilities carry out environ-

mental and climate protection in continual, verifiable

steps, systematically lowering their energy consumption

and involving many people in the process.

Since January 2008 the buying behaviour of the churches

has been the focus of the project Buying the Future. The

project is designed to prove that ‘buying’ climate

protection is not only possible but very effective in the

light of the huge volume of goods purchased by the

churches. They range from fair-trade coffee to recycling

paper and even subscribing to green electricity is not the

end of it…

The transition from a ‘fossil’ age of (apparently) limitless

growth to a low-carbon, environmentally and socially

sustainable global economy forces us into a critical debate

with the values that have hitherto formed our lifestyle,

our economy, politics and society.  However, values are

never abstract; they are supposed to be lived – and

demonstrated. The church will be able to engage in this

value debate credibly, also as an example to its partner

churches in the South, if it sets its own house in order and

faces up to the challenge of climate protection in a totally

practical way.

For this reason we want to further develop church envi-

ronmental management systems – like the Green Cock and

Buying the Future - from projects into principles and

introduce them throughout the entire church so that

parishes and church facilities can experiment with

sustainable and climate-friendly consumption. The

freedom to which Jesus Christ liberates us  places us

before the task of overcoming the dependency on

consumerist lifestyles that, if adopted on a global scale,

will be the downfall of humanity. Finding ways in affluent

societies to ‘live more simply’, in the context of social

justice and for the life of the world, is something we

therefore view as a central challenge for churches.
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The first ones to sign this Platform for Climate and
Development of churches, development services and
mission agencies are (October 2009):

The Evangelical Church of the Pfalz
The Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nassau
The Evangelical Church of Westphalia
The Evangelical Church of Anhalt
Federation of Evangelical Churches in Middle Germany
The Church of Lippe
Bread for the World
Church Development Service (eed)
Catholic Bishops’ organisation for development
a children’s relief agency
Südwind e.V. (an institute for economics and ecumenics)
United Evangelical Mission
Ecumenical Initiative One World
Diocesan Council of Catholics in the Diocese of Aachen
Diocesan Committee in the Diocese of Paderborn
Federation of German Catholic Youth
Evangelical Youth Berlin-Brandenburg-Silesian Oberlausitz

Office for mission, ecumenics and church world
responsibility of the Evangelical Church of Wesffalia
Evangelical Lutheran Mission (ELM)
Kairos Europe
Evangelical Reformed Church in Bavaria and Northwestern
Germany
Northelbian Evangelical-Lutheran Church
Werkstatt Ökonomie

The Platform welcomes further signatures from churches
and church organisations which share its positions.

Contact persons:
OKR Dr. Ulrich Möller
Landeskirchenamt der EkvW
+49-521-594-207
dr.moeller@lka.ekvw.de
Rev. Klaus Breyer
Environment secretary of the Ev. Church of Westfalia
+49-2304-755-329
k.breyer@kircheundgesellschaft.de




